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AUTHORIZING THE SECRETARY OF COMMERCE TO TRANSFER 
TO THE DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY CERTAIN LAND AND IM- 
PROVEMENTS AT PASS CHRISTIAN, MISS. 


Marcu 27 (legislative day, Marcu 24), 1952.—Ordered to be printed 


Mr. Jounson of Colorado, from the Committee on Interstate and 
Foreign Commerce, submitted the following 


REPORT 


[To accompany H. R. 3995] 


The Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, to whom was 
referred the bill (H. R. 3995) to authorize the Secretary of Commerce 
to transfer to the Department of the Navy certain land and improve- 
ments at Pass Christian, Miss., having considered the same, report 
favorably thereon without amendment and recommend that the bill 
do pass. 

H. R. 3995 was introduced by Representative Colmer, of Mississippi. 
Hearings were held by the House Committee on Merchant Marine 
and Fisheries. Thereafter the bill was reported favorably to the 
House by unanimous committee vote and passed the House without 
objection on February 4, 1952. 

The purpose of this bill is to authorize and direct the Secretary of 
Commerce to transfer to the Department of the Navy, without reim- 
bursement, a parcel of land containing 23.5 acres, together with the 
improvements thereon and personal property belonging thereto, 
located at Pass Christian, Miss., and known as the former United 
States Merchant Marine Cadet School. 

The property was acquired by the Maritime Commission in 1942 
and developed for use in the training of cadets for the United States 
merchant marine and midshipmen for the Naval Reserve. It is 
understood that the original cost of the land was $142,937, that the 
22 buildings and miscellaneous improvements thereon have a plant 
account value of $950,362, and that the equipment is valued at 
$90,101. Most of the buildings are of permanent construction. The 
training school -was closed on March 31, 1950, due: to lack of funds, 
and all of the cadet midshipmen training for the merchant-marine 
cadet corps were transferred to the Merchant Marine Academy at 
Kings Point, N. Y. 
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The Commerce Department (Maritime Administration) has in- 
dicated its intention to declare this property excess to its needs. A 
report from the Department of the Navy states that the property is 
in excellent condition and readily adaptable to the training of tech- 
nicians in communications, radar and fire control, and that additional 
facilities for the training of personnel in these fields will be required 
by the Department in the near future. The Navy Department has 
custody and control of this’property at the present time by virtue of 
an interim permit effective May 1, 1951. 

Both the Navy Department and the Commerce Department recom- 
mend enactment of H. R. 3995. Their letters of comment are set 
forth in full below. The Comptroller General advises your committee 
that he perceives no objection to the legislation. It has the approval 
of the Senators from Mississippi (Mr. Eastland and Mr. Stennis). 


Tue SecrRETARY OF COMMERCE, 
Washington, February 18, 1952. 
Hon. Epwin C. JoxHnson, 
Chairman, Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 


Dear Mr. CuarrMan: This letter is in reply to your communication of Feb- 
ruary 7, 1952, requesting the comments of the Department concerning _H. R. 
3995, an act to authorize the Secretary of Commerce t0 transfer to the Depart- 
ment of the Navy certain land and improvements at Pass Christian, Miss. 

The act would authorize and direct the Secretary of Commerce to transfer to 
the Navy Department, without reimbursement, the premises known as the 
former United States Merchant Marine Cadet Schdol, located at Pass Christian, 
Miss., consisting of 23%o acres of land, together with the buildings and personal 
property relating thereto. 

This property was acquired by the United States Maritime Commission in 
September 1942 and was used by the Training Division of the War Shipping 
Administration to train cadets for the United States merchant marine and 
midshipmen for the Naval Reserve. 

The investment of the United States Government in the property as of June 
20, 1950, amounted to about $1,412,000. 

The school was closed on March 31, 1950, due to lack of funds, and all of the 
cadet midshipmen training for the Merchant- Marine Cadet Corps were transferred 
to the Merchant Marine Academy at Kings Point, N. Y. 

The Maritime Administration leased the property to the Navy Department 
under an interim permit effective May 1, 1951. It appears to the Depatment 
that the conservation of these premises requires that they should be properly 
maintained and that the national interest requires that they be used to fullest 
advantage in the defense effort. In view of the design, equipment, and previous 
use of the property, the Navy Department seems to be amply qualified to operate 
it. Therefore, the Department recommends enactment of H. R. 3995. 

We are advised by the Bureau of the Budget that it would interpose no objection 
to the submission of this report. If we can be of further assistance in this matter, 
please call upon us. 

Sincerely yours, 
Tuomas W. 8. Davis, 
Acting Secretary of Commerce. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE Navy, 
Washington, D. C., February 18, 1952. 
Hon. Epwin ©. JOHNSON, 
Chairman, Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 


My Dear Mr. CyHarrMAN: Your request for comment on H. R. 3995, to 
authorize the Secretary of Commerce to transfer to the Department of the Navy 
certain land and improvements at Pass Christian, Miss., has been assigned to 
the Department of the Navy by the Secretary of Defense for the preparation of 
a report thereon expressing the views of the Department of Defense. 
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The purpose of H. R. 3995 is to authorize and direct the Secretary of Commerce 
to transfer to the Department of the Navy, without reimbursement, a parcel of 
land containing 23%» acres, more or less, fogether with all improvements thereon 
and personal property relating thereto, located at Pass Christian, Miss., and 
known as the former United States Merchant Marine Cadet School. 

The Department of Commerce (Maritime Administration) has indicated its 
intention to declare this property excess to its needs. The Navy Department has 
inspected the property and found it to be in excellent condition and readily 
adaptable to the training of technicians in communications, radar, and fire control. 
Additional facilities for the “training of personnel in these highly specialized and 
critical fields will be required by the Navy Department in the near future. 

It is understood that the original cost of this land was $142,937; that the 22 
buildings and miscellaneous improvements thereon have a plant account value of 
$950,362.97; and that the equipment is valued at $90,101.70. Most of the build- 
ings are of permanent construction. 

At the present time the Navy Department has custody and control of this 
property by virtue of a revocable permit executed by the Maritime Administration, 
one of the terms and conditions of which is that the Navy shall pay all maintenance 
and operating costs pending a permanent transfer. If this bill had not been 
introduced, this Department would have sponsored legislation to accomplish the 
transfer of the subject property to the Navy. 

In view of the foregoing, the Department of the Navy on behalf of the Depart- 
ment of Defense recommends enactment of H. R. 3995. 

This report has been coordinated within the Department of Defense in accord- 
ance with procedures prescribed by the Secretary of Defense. 

The Navy Department has beeft advised by the Bureau of the Budget that there 
is no objection to the submission of this report on H. R. 3995 to the Congress. 

Sincerely yours, 
G. L. RusskEt1, 
Rear Admiral, United States Navy, 
Judge Advocate General of the Navy 
(For the Secretary of the Navy). 


O 





